Cervical cancer rates by population size of towns: implications for cancer control programs.
Incidence rates and standardized incidence ratios (SIRs) for invasive and in situ cervical cancers diagnosed in 1982-87 were analyzed according to total population size of 148 towns, using data from the population-based Connecticut Tumor Registry. Previous studies have not considered socioeconomic or sociodemographic variables in analyzing cervical cancer rates in urban-rural or population density groups. In multiple regression analyses, increases in SIRs for invasive and in situ cancer from medium-sized to large towns were explained by differences in poverty prevalence or other socio-demographic variables. Nevertheless, cancer screening programs (aimed at preventing invasive cancer through early detection) could be targeted to some extent on the basis of town size category, because larger towns include large numbers of poorer and minority women with higher rates of invasive cervical cancer. SIRs for in situ cancer were significantly elevated in the largest towns (100,000 + total population), and primary prevention programs could target these larger towns with a higher prevalence of poverty.